Constitution and By-Laws for 

Stark County 4-H Home Economics

Advisory Committee

(Revised 10/2007)

Article 1:  Name


Section A.  The name of the group shall be the Stark County 4-H Home Economics Advisory Committee.


Section B.  The County Extension Staff shall be professional leader representing the Ohio State University Extension and shall work closely with this committee in developing programs and policies within the framework of the total Extension program and in expediting the Home Economic program within the 4-H program.


Section C.  Programs, recommendations, and policies of the Home Economic Committee shall be reported to the 4-H Advisory Committee.

Article II – Purpose


The purpose of the Stark County 4-H Home Economics Advisory Committee is to:  (in accordance with The Ohio State University Extension)

Section A.  As a 4-H program through The Ohio State University the Stark County 4-H Home Economics Advisory Committee embraces human diversity and is committed to ensuring that all research and related educational programs are available to clientele on a nondiscriminatory basis without regard to race, color, religion, sex, age, national origin, sexual orientation, gender identity or expression, disability, or veteran status.  This statement is in accordance with United States Civil Rights Laws and the USDA.

Section B.  Suggest policies which relate to home economics projects relative to:

1. Home Economics project requirements

2. Home Economics evaluation methods, grading and practices.

3. Home Economics project selections for participation at State Fair.

4. Financing of 4-H Home Economics related events.

5. Exhibits of Home Economics projects at County Fair.

Section C.  Provide information and improvement. 

Plan and conduct information and improvement of programs for 4-H members, leaders and parents in Home Economics related subject areas in areas relative to programs within the 4-H Home Economic program within Stark County.


Section D.  Determine County-wide 4-H Home Economics Activities.
Determine, plan and assist in conducting all county-wide 4-H activities which relate to the Home Economics program, including but not limited to Home Economics information clinics, Home Economics project evaluation, selection of State Fair participants in Home Economics projects, recognition for Home Economics projects and members, coordination of exhibits of Home Economics projects at the Stark County Fair.

Article III – Membership


Section A.  Elected Membership

The membership shall consist of twelve elected members.


Section B.  Term

The elected members shall be elected for 3 year terms.  In the beginning 4 members will be elected for a 1 year term, 4 members for 2 year terms and 4 members for 3 year terms.  Thereafter, 4 members will be elected annually for a 3 year term.


Section C.  Nomination and Election Procedure

Members will be elected at the fall meeting of the Home Economics Advisory Committee.  Any 4-H advisor or adult interested in the 4-H Home Economics program may be nominated for membership.  Members are elected by a majority vote of the current elected committee members attending the meeting at which elections are held.


Section D.  Vacancy

In case of vacancy or failure to attend meeting, the Home Economics Committee may appoint members to serve unexpired terms.  A member may be dropped from the Home Economics Committee after 3 unexcused absences within a calendar year.  An unexcused absence is any absence not reported in advance to the Chairman or Extension Office.
Article IV – Unelected Membership


Section A.  

Any 4-H advisor, member or parent or other person interested in the 4-H Home Economics Committee may attend meetings and participate in Home Economics Committee and events.  However, only elected membership will have voting privileges at meetings.

Article V  – Officers


Section A.  

The officers shall be Chairman & Assistant Chairman, Secretary-Treasurer. (3 offices)


Section B.  Election of Officers

Officers shall be elected annually at the fall meeting.


Section C.  Qualification of Officers

The officers must be elected members of the committee.


Section D.  Duties of Officers

1. Each officer will be expected to serve until his successor is elected.

2. The Chairman shall preside at every meeting and shall enforce the constitution and by-laws. She/he shall appoint committees and work personally with committees and other officers.

3. The Assistant Chair will preside at meetings in the absence of the Chair.

4. The Secretary-Treasurer shall keep accurate records of all proceedings of the committee.  She/he shall keep a record of attendance at meetings and place a copy of all minutes on file at the Extension Office each year.  She/he shall keep an accurate record of all receipts and disbursements and give a report at each meeting.  The Treasurers’ record shall be placed on file in the Extension Office yearly.

Article VI – Committees


Section A.  

Standing committees shall be appointed annually by the Chairman from any interested volunteers.  These appointments shall be made at the fall meeting.  Each committee shall consist of a chairman or co-chairman and any number of interested participants.

1. Clothing Committee is responsible for the planning and coordinating of the style show and for any clothing related activities, and State Fair selection, overseen by the Assistant Chair.

2. Food & Nutrition Committee is responsible for planning and coordinating activities related to selection of members for State Fair participation in foods and related Home Economics projects and also for any related activities, overseen by the Chair.

Section B.

Other committees may be appointed by the Chairman as necessary.


Section C.

The Chairman, Secretary-Treasurer or one other elected member will serve as representatives of the 4-H Home Economics Committee to the 4-H Advisory Committee.  They will report any rule or policy changes to the Advisory Committee and keep them informed of Home Economics activities.
Article VII - Meetings


Section A.  Regular Meetings

At least 2 regular meetings will be held each year, one in the spring and one in the fall.


Section B.   Special Meetings

Other meetings shall be called by the Chairman or planned at regular meetings.


Section C.  

If special problems arise which must be addressed between regular meetings, at least 9 elected members must by contacted for a decision with majority to rule.

Article VIII – Quorum


Section A.

For matters of routine business, those present at a duly called meeting shall constitute a quorum.

Article IX – Amending the Constitution


Section A.

Proposed amendments must be submitted in writing at a regular or special meeting and action must be taken at the next planned meeting.


Section B.

Proposed amendments must be distributed in writing to all elected members with notification of the meeting at which action will be taken.


Section C.

Amendment shall require a 2/3 vote of membership present.

BY-LAWS

Section A.

This constitution and by-laws shall be reviewed and revised as needed by request of the Home Economics Committee.
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